
Our thanks are due to Russell Forgham for edi�ng
Castlethorpe News for the past eight years. He now
feels it is �me to hand over to someone new, although
he will con�nue to maintain the new village website
(which he built for us) and post news on the village
Facebook page.

We have asked for anyone who would take over the
edi�ng, publishing and distribu�on of the News but
there has been no response so far.

In the mean�me, I will write my usual ar�cle and we
will distribute it periodically but please, if you think you
could do this important role, contact Russell, the Clerk
or any councillor.

The Parish Council realises that not everyone reads
Facebook nor whether there is something of interest
that has been posted on the website, so we are star�ng
a ‘News Alert’ email system.

If you go to the village website and scroll down you
will see how to register. Alterna�vely you can scan the
QR code on the reverse side of this document.

When something newsworthy comes up, we will send
an email to you. You can of course unsubscribe at any
�me if you don’t like it!

Ultrafast Broadband
Openreach have sent us through a quote for upgrading
the village but it s�ll included the Lodge Farm Business
Centre which already has its own commercial
broadband. We have asked Openreach to requote
without this. It looks as if there will have to be a very
high take-up rate but we will leaflet the village when the
�me comes. However, in the light of the approach by
Gigaclear, this op�on now looks less a�rac�ve.

Gigaclear recently approached the Parish Council and
gave a presenta�on which can be seen on the Parish
Council YouTube channel h�ps://youtu.be/fGLGojIDyJ0

Gigaclear has had a contract with Northants Council
to install broadband in its villages including Cosgrove
and Hartwell and they now intend to install in
Castlethorpe on a commercial basis. That is, they will
fund it themselves and do not require Government
vouchers, commitments from residents or grants.

The build-out will include all proper�es within the
village boundary but generally not those outside the
boundary. Weather depending, it is expected to start
soon and to come on stream in the second quarter of
next year and be complete during the third quarter.

They will use exis�ng ducts and overhead poles where
possible to connect to proper�es so effec�vely running
a fibre line alongside the exis�ng BT copper line.

Where new ducts have to be laid, they will obtain
wayleaves either from MKC (for highways and verges)
or, in the case of proper�es on private roads, such as
Prospect Place, Tyrell Close, Bens Close, Mal�ngs Court
and some proper�es in Lodge Farm Court and Thrupp
Close, they will approach the landowner(s) for a
wayleave to cross their land.

Some residents have commented that, although
there is a very a�rac�ve ini�al 18 month tariff, it
currently doubles a�er that. Of course, the situa�on will
probably be different by then but in any case, the
exis�ng BT lines will be le� in place so you could revert
if you cannot jus�fy the extra cost.

You can express interest on the Gigaclear website
www.gigaclear.com/mycommunity and will then be
kept up to date. If you have any ques�ons, their phone
number is 01865 591137 and email address is
networkbuildcare@gigaclear.com

Maltings 2
MKC have now informed the Parish Council that they
have rejected the request by Stonewater to stand down
the S106 Agreement which specified the affordable
housing being 30% of the proper�es and also a number
of planning obliga�on payments to enhance the school,
surgery, village facili�es and a number of other services
needed because of the extra houses.

This is something we have been pursuing for nearly a
year and it is gra�fying that MKC have made this
decision. Of course, this may not be the end of the
ma�er…

We also have concerns because the builder is
proceeding without MKC approval of drainage plans or
the type of house bricks which are meant to be similar
to Paddock Close and con�nue to take this up with MKC.

Tree Inspection
Milton Keynes Council have recently appointed tree
inspectors and they visited Castlethorpe and inspected
trees on public land. There are a number of ac�ons but
the most disappoin�ng is that there are severe doubts
about the health of the chestnut tree on the Triangle
which may have to be felled for public safety.

Fencing
The Parish Council has replaced a number of fences in
Castle Field, opposite the shop and adjacent to the
church, and fences and two kissing gates at the top of
Gobbeys Field.

Highways
There are a number of outstanding ac�ons with MK
Highways including further kerbing at the end of
Bullington End Road, extension of the 20mph zone into
Mal�ngs Field (allowing the removal of the speed limit
post), crea�on of more parking spaces in South Street
and the installa�on of heritage style LED streetlights.
We are awai�ng an update for our next mee�ng on 1
November.

Public Electric Vehicle Chargers
BP Pulse are working with MKC to install public
chargers. We have asked them to proceed with one in
South Street near the east junc�on with North Street

October 2021castlethorpe-pc.gov.uk



subject to checks on highway safety. We have asked
them to evaluate two sites on Sta�on Road and in the
old garage area in The Chequers but, if the sites are
suitable, nearby residents will be surveyed before we
proceed.

On a related topic, following discussions with
residents, we have submi�ed a project request to MKC
Highways to extend the Sta�on Road parking area to
the south.

As I men�oned at our last mee�ng, this year’s
projects have already been iden�fied so the earliest it
will be considered is April 2022.

Speeding
The SID con�nues to be used and, in response to
residents’ concerns, we will deploy on the lower part of
Sta�on Road and on North Street.

We have made an enquiry into a new Sen�nel traffic
camera which is being deployed in South Bucks to see if
we could get one here.

Remembrance Sunday
The service will be held at the War Memorial at 9.15am
on Sunday 14 November. A wreath will be laid on behalf
of the village by Mr Peter Chapman (RAF re�red).

Queen’s Jubilee – June 2022
It is the Queen’s Pla�num Jubilee next year. The Parish
Council is looking for volunteers to organise some
village celebra�ons and would consider applica�ons for
funding.

Back in 2012 (see the pictures above), there were
three main events; a senior ci�zen’s lunch, a children’s
street party, both funded by the Parish Council, and a
Barn Dance in the Village Hall where the Parish Council
provided some “seed money” with the event being
funded through �cket sales.

We would welcome new ideas but we need
organisers to come forward and take on and manage an
event to make it a real village celebra�on.

Council Meetings
Mee�ngs of the Parish Council have restarted in the
Village Hall with specific Covid precau�ons. We intend
to live stream the mee�ngs onto Facebook and YouTube
but the October mee�ng had technical failures which
meant there was no sound and, in any case, it coincided
with the worldwide Facebook outage.

We will resume normal service at our next monthly
mee�ng on 1 November.

Philip Ayles, Chairman, Castlethorpe Parish Council
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